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H.E. Navinchandra Ramgoolam

Prime Minister
Mauritius

H.E. Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam is the Prime Minister of Mauritius, currently
serving his fourth term following a landslide victory in November 2024. The son of
the nation’s founding father, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, he has led the
Mauritius Labour Party since 1991.A unique professional hybrid, Ramgoolam
trained as a physician in Ireland before earning a law degree from the London
School of Economics. His political career is defined by remarkable resilience,
having served as Prime Minister from 1995-2000, 2005-2014, and returning to
power in 2024. He remains a key figure in Indian Ocean diplomacy and economic
reform.

S Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister
India

H.E. Dr. S. Jaishankar is India’s External Affairs Minister since May 30th, 2019. He
is a Member of the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) of India’s Parliament from the state
of Gujarat.He was Foreign Secretary from 2015-18, Ambassador to United States
(2013-15), China (2009-2013) and Czech Republic (2000-2004). He was High
Commissioner to Singapore (2007-2009).He has also served in other diplomatic

assignments in Embassies in Moscow, Colombo, Budapest and Tokyo, as well in
the Ministry of External Affairs and the President’s Secretariat. He was also
President — Global Corporate Affairs at Tata Sons Private Limited.Dr S. Jaishankar
is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College at the University of Delhi. He has a Masters
in Political Science and an M. Phil and Ph.D in International Relations from
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.
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Sayyid Badr Hamad Al
Busaidi

Foreign Minister
Oman

H.E. Sayyid Badr Al Busaidi is a graduate of Oxford University in Politics,
Philosophy, and Economics. He joined the Foreign Ministry in 1989. Since 1996, he
has served as ambassador, then Undersecretary in 2000, and Secretary General
with rank of Minister since 2007. He was appointed Minister in August 2020. He
takes a keen personal interest in youth development, human rights and the
advancement of women in public life, besides promoting cultural diplomacy,
tolerance and mutual understanding.

Ram Madhav

President, India Foundation
India

Ram Madhav is an Indian politician and social leader. Dr Madhav is currently the
President of India Foundation (IF), a New Delhi-based Think tank. Previously, he
has served as the National General Secretary of the BJP from 2014 to 2020 and
handles affairs of Jammu and Kashmir for the party. A renowned strategic thinker
and author, Dr Madhav has to his credits a diverse set of publications spanning
multiple domains and disciplines. Some of his most recent works include “The

New World: 21st Century Global Order and India” ; “Our Constitution Our Pride” ;
“The Indian Reality” ; “Partitioned Freedom” ; and “The Hindutva Paradigm”
amongst others. As a political philosopher and geopolitical observer, Dr Madhav
has been at the centre of curating many Track 1.5 and Track 2 initiatives placing
the India story on global stage. As a prolific speaker, Dr Madhav has addressed
various multi national forums across the world.
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Dhananjay Ramful

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional
Integration and International Trade
Mauritius

H.E. Dhananjay Ramful is a prominent Mauritian politician and lawyer currently
serving as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International
Trade. A member of the Labour Party (PTr), he assumed office in November 2024
following the electoral victory of the Alliance du Changement under Prime
Minister Navin Ramgoolam.Ramful has been a vocal advocate for Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), focusing on climate finance, maritime security, and
regional integration. He represents Mauritius in major multilateral forums,
including the United Nations and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). He
frequently emphasizes the importance of the "blue economy" and strengthening
strategic partnerships with India and the African Union. Prior to his ministerial
appointment, he served as a Member of Parliament and practiced as a barrister

Khalilur Rahman

Foreign Minister
Bangladesh

H.E. Dr. Khalilur Rahman was sworn in as the Foreign Minister of Government of
Bangladesh on 17 February 2026. He previously served as National Security
Adviser and High Representative for the Rohingya Issue in the Interim Government
of Bangladesh.Dr. Rahman joined diplomatic service of Bangladesh in 1979 upon
securing the first position in the first reqgular Bangladesh Civil Service examination
held in 1977. In the same year, he stood first class first in MA examinations in

Economics at the Dhaka University. During 1980-83, he studied at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University and the Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, and earned the degrees of MA in Law and
Diplomacy, and PhD in Economics. Dr. Rahman is a founder of the East West
University in Dhaka and served as a member on its Board of Trustees until
November 2024.
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Barry Faure

Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Diaspora
Seychelles

H.E. Barry Faure is a Seychellois diplomat and politician. Faure is serving as the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Diaspora since 2025. Prior to his appointment as
Minister, Faure had served as ambassador to a multitude of countries. Faure was
elected in 1993 to the National Assembly for Anse Royale. He currently runs his
own consulting firm (BF Consultancy) in international trade, business and
investments. Since October 2023 he is a member of the Central Committee of
United Seychelles. He loves sports, including long distance running, cycling and
deep-sea diving.

D N Dhungyel

Foreign Minister
Bhutan

H.E. Lyonpo D. N. Dhungyel currently serves as the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
External Trade of the Royal Government of Bhutan. A distinguished member of the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Lyonpo represents the Phuentshogpelri-Samtse
Constituency in the National Assembly of Bhutan. Previously, Lyonpo held the
position of Minister for Information and Communications from 2013 to 2018.
Lyonpo possesses an academic background that includes a Bachelor of

Commerce degree from Sherubtse College, Bhutan, and a Master of Business
Administration (MBA) from the Institute of Management Studies & Research,
India.Prior to his foray into electoral politics in 2008, Lyonpo garnered extensive
experience in the private sector. His professional career includes notable
managerial roles at Bhutan Ferro Alloys Ltd. in Bhutan and Natural Resources PTE
Ltd. in Singapore.
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Mahamoud Thabit Kombo

Minister of Foreign Affairs and East
African Cooperation
Tanzania

Ambassador Mahmoud Thabit Kombo is a prominent Tanzanian politician and
diplomat currently serving as the Minister of Foreign Affairs and East African
Cooperation. Appointed by President Samia Suluhu Hassan in July 2024, he
previously served as Tanzania’'s Ambassador to Italy. A seasoned leader from
Zanzibar, Kombo held several key ministerial portfolios in the Revolutionary
Government of Zanzibar, including Minister of Health and Deputy Minister for
Information, Culture, and Sports. Educated in the UK and Switzerland, he holds an
MSc in Applied ICT and Al and an MA in International Relations. He is recognized
for advancing Tanzania's economic diplomacy and regional integration.

Zhulkarnain Abdul Rahim

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
and Social and Family Development,
Singapore

H.E. Zhulkarnain Abdul Rahim is Minister of State for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Ministry of Social and Family Development, and a Member of Parliament
for Chua Chu Kang GRC (Keat Hong).Before entering politics, he was a Senior

Partner in the Litigation and Dispute Resolution practice at Dentons Rodyk &
Davidson LLP, specialising in complex litigation and international commercial
arbitration, while also undertaking pro bono legal work with the Legal Aid
Bureau.He graduated from the National University of Singapore in 2005 and was
admitted as an Advocate and Solicitor in 2006.
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Un Kheang

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Un Kheang is a distinguished scholar and diplomat currently serving as
the Secretary of State for Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. Born in Phnom Penh, he built a renowned academic career in the
United States, earning his PhD in Political Science from Northern lllinois
University. Over two decades, he rose from Assistant Professor to full Professor at
the same institution, specializing in Southeast Asian studies. In addition to his
academic roles at Xiamen and Guangxi Minzu Universities, Dr. Un has contributed
extensively to Cambodian development as an advisor for the CDRI and a board
member for the Cambodia Development Center.

Mohamed Abu Bakr

Deputy Foreign Minister for African
Affairs

Egypt

H.E. Mohamed Abu Bakr is a veteran Egyptian diplomat currently serving as the
Deputy Foreign Minister for African Affairs, appointed in February 2026. A
specialist in regional stability and economic diplomacy, he previously served as
Egypt's Ambassador to Japan, where he facilitated the historic "Samurai bonds"

issuance and expanded the Egypt-Japan Education Partnership.Earlier, he
managed the sensitive Libya portfolio as Assistant Foreign Minister (2017-2021)
and served as Ambassador to Tripoli in 2013. His career includes postings in
London, New Delhi, and the United Nations. He holds an LL.B. from Cairo
University and a Master’s from the University of Notre Dame.
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Suresh Prabhu

Chairman, Governing Council, India
Foundation
India

Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu is a senior Indian statesman, global policy influencer,
and respected reform architect with more than four decades of service in public
life. He has played a key role in shaping India’'s economic transformation,
environmental governance, cooperative sector reforms, aviation expansion,
energy consolidation, and railway modernization. He has served as a Union
Cabinet Minister in 10 major ministries, has been elected to Parliament six times,
and represented India as the country’s Sherpa to the G20 and later to the G7.

MJ Akbar

Former Minister of State for External
Affairs
India

M J Akbar is an Indian journalist, author, and politician who served as the Minister
of State for External Affairs from 2016 to 2018. He was elected to Rajya Sabha
from Jharkhand in July 2015. During his long and illustrious career in journalism,
he launched, as editor, India's first weekly political nhews periodicals, including

India Today, Headlines Today, The Telegraph, The Asian Age and Deccan
Chronicle, among others. He is author of several books including India: The Siege
Within: Challenges to a Nation’s Unity, Tinderbox: The Past and Future of Pakistan,
Doolally Sahib and the Black Zamindar: Racism and Revenge in the British Raj and
The Shade of Swords.
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P. Kumaran

Secretary (East)
India

Shri P. Kumaran belongs to the 1992 batch of the Indian Foreign Service. His first
assignment was as Third Secretary in the Embassy of India, Cairo (1994-1997),
followed by his posting as Second Secretary in the Embassy of India, Tripoli
(1997-2000) and then as First Secretary in the Embassy of India, Brussels
(2000-2003). Following this, he returned to India and served as Deputy Secretary
[Europe West] in the Ministry of External Affairs (2003-2005). His next
assignment was at the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, as Joint Secretary
(Consular, Passport & Visa Division) (2014-2016). He then moved to Qatar for his
first Ambassadorial assignment, to serve as Ambassador of India, Doha
(2016-2020). From Doha, he moved to Singapore as the High Commissioner of
India to Singapore (2020-2023). In July 2023, he assumed charge as Additional
Secretary (Economic Relations & Development Partnership Administration) and
was later promoted to Special Secretary (ER & DPA) in the Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi. He took over his current charge as Secretary (East) on 1st April
2025.

Razanadrasoa Marie
Leontine

Secretary General of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Madagascar

Marie Léontine Razanadrasoa is a senior Malagasy diplomat currently serving as
the Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreignh Affairs of Madagascar. With a
career spanning decades in the Malagasy diplomatic corps, she previously held
the critical role of Director of Partnership for Development Promotion, where she
spearheaded international cooperation and strategic aid initiatives. A former

Ambassador to India, she has been instrumental in strengthening South-South
cooperation, particularly in disaster management and resource diplomacy. Most
recently, in March 2026, she played a lead role in coordinating bilateral
humanitarian relief efforts, reinforcing Madagascar’s strategic partnerships within
the Indian Ocean Region.
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Sanjiv Ranjan

Secretary General, Indian Ocean Rim
Association
India

H. E. Mr. Sanjiv Ranjan assumed the role of Secretary-General of the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) on January 1, 2025 for a tenure of 3 years. A distinguished
diplomat with three decades of experience in international relations and
cooperation, Mr. Ranjan is set to lead IORAs efforts in fostering regional
collaboration among IORA Member States. Mr. Ranjan holds a B.A. (Honours) in
Economics from Delhi University and an M.A. in International Relations from
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in
1993 and has since built a distinguished career in diplomacy in multilateral and
bilateral cooperation.From 1995 to 2009, Mr. Ranjan held various diplomatic
positions in Indian embassies in Madrid and Lima and at the Permanent Mission of
India in New York. His tenure included significant roles in the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) in New Delhi.

J. Bissoondoyal

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration
and International Trade

Mauritius

Ambassador J. Bissoondoyal is a career diplomat serving as the Secretary for
Foreign Affairs (SFA) of Mauritius. As the administrative head of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade, he directs the
nation’s diplomatic service and policy execution.A graduate of the Sorbonne and

the Ecole Nationale d'Administration (ENA), Bissoondoyal has held senior roles
including Minister Counselor and Deputy High Commissioner. His leadership
focuses on regional integration within the SADC and African Union, maritime
security in the Indian Ocean, and expanding economic partnerships with key
global allies like India.
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Indra Mani Pandey

Secretary General
BIMSTEC

His Excellency Indra Mani Pandey, is a career diplomat of India. He joined the
Indian Foreigh Service in 1990.Before his current assignment, he served as
Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations and Other International
organizations in Geneva. He had earlier served as Additional Secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs in-charge of Disarmament & International Security
Affairs Division. During his 33 years long career as an Indian diplomat,
Ambassador Pandey has served as Ambassador of India to the Sultanate of Oman.
Before his Ambassadorial assignment in Muscat, he served as Deputy
Ambassador of India to France and Consul General of India at Guangzhou,
China.Ambassador Pandey had also served in various diplomatic capacities at
Indian Missions in Cairo (Egypt), Damascus (Syria), Islamabad (Pakistan), Kabul
(Afghanistan) and Permanent Mission of India to the Conference on Disarmament,
Geneva (Switzerland).

Rogelio E. VILLANUEVA Jr

Deputy Assistant Secretary, Maritime
and Ocean Affairs Office, Department
of Foreign Affairs

Philippines

Rogelio E. Villanueva Jr. is a distinguished career diplomat and former military
officer currently serving as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Maritime and
Ocean Affairs Office (MOAO) and the first-ever Spokesperson for Maritime Affairs

for the Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).Appointed to the
spokesperson role in February 2026, he serves as the unified voice for the
Philippine government on sensitive maritime issues, particularly regarding the
West Philippine Sea and South China Sea.
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Tran Van Thuy

Deputy Head, National Boundary
Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Vietnam

Tran Van Thuy is a senior diplomat currently serving as the Deputy Head of the
National Boundary Commission within Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A
specialist in territorial sovereignty and maritime law, he plays a pivotal role in
negotiating Vietham'’s land and sea borders. Thuy frequently represents Vietham
in high-level bilateral and multilateral dialogues, notably leading delegations in
maritime security forums with partners like Japan. His work focuses on upholding
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and managing complex
disputes in the South China Sea. He is central to Vietham'’s strategic efforts in
boundary delimitation and regional stability.

Ekapol Poolpipat

Ambassador of Thailand
to South Africa
Thailand

Ekapol Poolpipat is a senior Thai diplomat currently serving as the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Thailand to the Republic of South Africa.
Stationed in Pretoria, he oversees Thailand’s strategic interests across Southern
Africa, focusing on enhancing bilateral trade, investment, and diplomatic
cooperation.With a career spanning several key international posts, Poolpipat

previously served as the Ambassador to Kuwait, where he chaired the ASEAN
Committee, and as the Ambassador to Timor-Leste (2019-2023). His prior
experience also includes serving as the Consul-General in Mumbai, India, and as
the Deputy Director-General of European Affairs, solidifying his reputation as a
versatile leader in Thai foreign policy.
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Fatoumia Ali Bazi

Ambassador of Comoros to Mauritius
Comors

Fatoumia Ali Bazi is a high-ranking Comorian diplomat currently serving as the
Ambassador of the Union of the Comoros to the Republic of Mauritius. A specialist
in international development and regional integration, she previously served as
the Director General of the National Agency for International Cooperation (ACCI)
in Comoros. In her prior roles, she led strategic partnerships with the African
Union and Rwanda, focusing on e-government and youth empowerment. Her
diplomatic mission in Mauritius centers on strengthening maritime security, trade,
and South-South cooperation within the Indian Ocean Commission, advocating for
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on the global stage.

Ruchira Kamboj

Former Ambassador
India

Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj is a distinguished former Indian diplomat with nearly
four decades of experience across bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, global
strategy and negotiation. Her career has spanned key assignments at the United
Nations as well as in Africa, Europe, and the Indian Ocean region, combining
regional expertise with a global outlook. Most recently, she served as India’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York from 2022 to 2024,

where she led India’s engagement during its Security Council term and presided
over the Council in December 2022. As a public speaker and thought leader, she
has addressed prestigious forums, including Harvard and Columbia Universities,
and has contributed commentaries on global diplomacy, multilateralism, and
India's foreign policy.She holds a Master’s degree in Political Science from the
University of Delhi and a Bachelor's degree from Isabella Thoburn College,
Lucknow. She is fluent in Hindi, English, and French.
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Shaurya Doval

Managing Director, Zeus Caps
India

Shri Shaurya Doval is the Managing Director of Zeus Caps, where he leads the
principal investment initiatives and deal originations in India. Mr. Doval is a
qualified Chartered Accountant and holds a joint MBA Degree from London
Business School and University of Chicago.

Shahzad Athar

CEOQO, International Ports, Adani Ports
& SEZ

India

Shazad Athar is a senior executive driving the Adani Group’s logistics and port
expansion across Africa. With over a decade of industry experience, he
specializes in strategic growth through public-private partnerships, brownfield
acquisitions, and greenfield developments. As a Board Member and Director of
Tanzania East Africa Gateway Terminal Ltd (TEAGTL), he spearheaded the

transformation of Dar es Salaam Port, notably leading the successful negotiation
of a 30-year container terminal concession. Previously, as Head of Commercial for
Adani's Indian operations, he played a pivotal role in M&A and commercial
strategy, establishing the robust foundation for his current international
leadership in infrastructure investment.
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John Michaél Tzoun Sao
Yeung Sik Yuen

Minister of Commerce and Consumer
Protection
Mauritius

John Michaél Tzoun Sao Yeung Sik Yuen is a prominent Mauritian politician and
businessman currently serving as the Minister of Commerce and Consumer
Protection. A member of the Labour Party, he has held several key cabinet
portfolios, including Minister of Tourism and Leisure and Minister of Business,
Enterprise, and Cooperatives.Educated at Concordia University, Sik Yuen
transitioned from local governance as the Mayor of Curepipe to national
leadership. He is a significant figure within the Sino-Mauritian community, known
for his work in international trade and luxury tourism. His career remains defined
by his efforts to modernize the Mauritian economy and consumer rights
framework.

Jagjeet Sareen

Partner and India Head, Global
Climate Practice, Dalberg Advisors
India

Jagjeet Sareen is a Partner and India Head at Dalberg Advisors, based in Delhi,
where he leads climate-related projects across Asia Pacific and globally. Prior to
joining Dalberg, he served as Assistant Director-General at the International Solar
Alliance and as a Senior Policy Officer in the Global Climate Practice at the World
Bank in Washington, D.C. With over 20 years of experience, his work focuses on
green infrastructure, investment, and climate finance. He has worked with leading

global institutions including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Green
Climate Fund, United Nations Climate Change Secretariat, Ernst & Young, and
TERI. He has facilitated international climate finance negotiations and supported
the design of global climate funds at the UN and multilateral development banks.
Jagjeet holds a master's degree in Sustainability Management from the Indian
Institute of Forest Management and a BSc in Agricultural Economics from Punjab
Agricultural University.




SPEAKERS

Saliem Fakir

Executive Director, African Climate
Foundation
South Africa

Saliem Fakir is the Executive Director of the African Climate Foundation. Prior to
establishing the ACF, Saliem served as the Head of the Policy & Futures Unit of
WWF South Africa for 11 years. Saliem has worked as a Senior Lecturer at the
Department of Public Administration and Planning and an Associate Director for
the Centre for Renewable and Sustainable Energy at Stellenbosch University. Prior
to that he served as Director of the World Conservation Union, South Africa
(IUCN-SA) for eight years. Saliem has served on a number of Boards and is a
prolific writer who contributes reqgularly to leading South African publications like
Engineering News, Business Day and the Daily Maverick.

Amit Mallick

Director (International Cooperation),
International Big Cat Alliance
India

Dr. Amit Mallick is a distinguished conservationist and protection strategist with
over 30 years of experience in wildlife policy, protected area management, and
national-level conservation programmes. A 1992-batch officer of the Indian Forest
Service (Kerala cadre), he most recently served as Inspector General of Forests at
the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). In this role, he led the
implementation of Project Tiger, steered the fourth and initiated the fifth cycle of

the All India Tiger Estimation, and played a key role in revising the Management
Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) guidelines. Dr. Mallick was instrumental in
conceptualizing and operationalizing Project Cheetah and in the establishment of
the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA). He coordinated bilateral cooperation with
tiger range countries and represented India in collaboration with key institutions
including CITES, SAWEN, UNEP-CMS, and the Global Tiger Forum (GTF).
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Rajesh Bahadur Thapa

Senior Project Coordinator (Glaciers-
to—Oceom;, ICIMOD
Nepal

Rajesh is a Senior Remote Sensing and Geoinformation Specialist and provides
scientific leadership to the geospatial theme at ICIMOD.He is the Science and Data
Lead for SERVIR-HKH (a joint NASA and USAID partnership) Initiative at ICIMOD,
and previously worked as Theme Leader for Geospatial Theme, Group Lead for
Land Use Land Cover Group, and Capacity Building Lead for SERVIR-HKH.Rajesh
has over 25 years of experience working in Asia, including in Nepal, Thailand, and
Japan.Prior to joining ICIMOD in 2016, he has served at Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA) working for the Japanese Earth observing missions
ALOS, ALOS-2, and PiSAR-L2.He was a visiting professor at the University of
Tsukuba, Japan. He is a geographer, geospatial science practitioner, writer, and
seeker.

M S Koonjul

Director, of Fisheries, Ministry of Agro-
Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy
and Fisheries

Mauritius

M S Koonjul is the Director of Fisheries at the Ministry of Blue Economy, Marine
Resources, Fisheries and Shipping in Mauritius. A seasoned expert in marine
science with an MSc in Zoology, he leads the nation’s strategic efforts to develop
a sustainable Blue Economy.Koonjul is instrumental in enforcing the Fisheries Act

2023, managing the Exclusive Economic Zone, and combating illegal fishing. He
frequently represents Mauritius at the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC),
advocating for regional resource diplomacy and sustainable catch limits. His work
focuses on modernizing aquaculture, protecting marine biodiversity, and ensuring
national food security through innovative aquatic resource management.
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S. Meeheelaul

Director of Climate Change, Ministry
of Environment, Solid Waste
Management and Climate Change
Mauritius

S. Meeheelaul is the Director of Climate Change at the Ministry of Environment,
Solid Waste Management and Climate Change in Mauritius. She plays a pivotal
role in shaping the nation’s climate resilience strategies, particularly focusing on
the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement.An
expert in environmental policy, Meeheelaul oversees initiatives regarding Blue
Carbon sequestration, coastal protection, and the development of national carbon
market frameworks. She frequently represents Mauritius at international forums
like COP, advocating for the unique needs of Small Island Developing States. Her
leadership is central to integrating climate adaptation with the sustainable
management of marine and terrestrial ecosystems.

Arvin Boolell

Minister of Agro-Industry, Food
Security, Blue Economy and Fisheries
Mauritius

Dr. Arvin Boolell, GOSK, is a veteran Mauritian statesman and physician currently
serving as the Minister of Agro-Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy and
Fisheries. A senior figure in the Mauritian Labour Party, his political career spans
nearly four decades, including two tenures as Leader of the Opposition and a
significant term as Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Educated in the UK and lIreland, Boolell blends medical and legal expertise to
champion food sovereignty and maritime security. He is a prominent advocate for
Small Island Developing States, focusing on sustainable resource management,
climate resilience, and strengthening strategic regional partnerships across the
Indian Ocean.
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RA Bhagwan, GCSK

Minister of Environment, Solid Waste
Management and Climate Change

Mauritius

Rajesh Anand Bhagwan is a Mauritian politician. He currently serves as Minister of
Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change since November
2024 under Navin Ramgoolam's fourth government. Bhagwan has previously held
the same ministry between 1996 to 1997 and 2000 to 2005 albeit under modified
portfolio titles.Serving as a member of the National Assembly of Mauritius for the
Mauritian Militant Movement, Bhagwan holds the current record for having been
elected to the assembly continuously since 1983. Bhagwan is currently the
secretary general of the Mauritian Militant Movement.

Lesley Craig

Head of South Asia Regional
Department
UK

Lesley Craig is a distinguished British diplomat currently serving as the Head of
the South Asia Regional Department at the Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO). With extensive experience across the Indo-Pacific,
she plays a pivotal role in shaping the UK’s strategic engagement in the region,
focusing on maritime security, climate resilience, and trade partnerships.She

previously served as the Deputy High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, where she
championed human rights and gender equality. Recently, she has led high-level
delegations to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka to advance technical cooperation and
maritime research, underscoring her commitment to regional stability and
inclusive governance.
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Shishir Khanal

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Nepal

Shisir Khanal is a Nepali politician who has served as minister of foreign affairs
since 27 March 2026. A senior member of the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),
Khanal is a two-term member of parliament from Kathmandu 6, having been first
elected in 2022 and re-elected in the 2026 general election amid the RSP's
landslide victory. He briefly served as minister of education, science and
technology in 2023. Before politics, Khanal co-founded Teach For Nepal in 2012
and led reconstruction efforts via the Sarvodaya Shramdan movement in Sri Lanka
and Haiti.

Frédéric Bontems

Ambassador of France to Mauritius
France

Frédéric Bontems studied law ( Master's degree in public law obtained in 1986). A
graduate of the Paris Institute of Political Studies (1986), he is an alumnus of the
National School of Administration (Victor Hugo class, 1991).He joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in 2002 and was appointed Head of the Cooperation and
Cultural Action Department at the French Embassy in Ivory Coast (2002-2005),
then First Counsellor at the French Embassy in Jordan (2005-2008). From 2008,
seconded to the French Development Agency , he held the position of Director of
Strategic Planning and Foresight .Mr. Frédéric Bontems was appointed
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia , and Permanent Representative to the
African Union , in September 2016. In September 2020, he was appointed France's
Special Envoy for the Sahel . He also served as Secretary General of the Coalition
for the Sahel from September 2020 to March 2021 .In August 2023, he joined
Mauritius as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the French
Republic.
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Ji-Hyun Park

Ambassador of the Republic of Korea

Park Ji-hyun is adiplomat and the current Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
the Republic of Madagascar, with concurrent accreditation to Mauritius and the
Comoros. Park leads South Korea's strategic engagement in the Indian Ocean
region. Her leadership is characterized by a sophisticated approach to resource
diplomacy and economic integration. She has been instrumental in aligning South
Korean technical expertise with regional development goals, overseeing critical
infrastructure initiatives and fostering bilateral cooperation in the management of
critical mineral supply chains. Beyond economic interests, Ambassador Park has
prioritized maritime security and climate resilience, utilizing the KOICA framework
to strengthen South Korea'’s role as a reliable partner in sustainable growth.

Fayez Meshel B. Al-Temyat

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia to the Republic of
Mauritius

Fayez Meshel B. Al-Temyat is a prominent Saudi diplomat currently serving as the
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
the Republic of Mauritius. Ambassador Al-Temyat focuses on key areas of
cooperation including trade, investment, renewable energy, and tourism. He is a

strong advocate for Saudi Vision 2030, working to position Mauritius as a
strategic gateway for Saudi interests in Africa and the Indian Ocean. Known for his
active engagement with both government officials and local communities, he has
spearheaded initiatives in healthcare, education, and infrastructure to foster long-
term mutual growth between the two nations.
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Gustavo Sobrinho Dgedge

State Secretary for Environment,
Mozambique

Gustavo Sobrinho Dgedge is Secretary of State for Land and Environment at the
Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries of the Republic of Mozambique.
He holds a PhD in Environmental Sciences from the University of Alcala de
Henares, Madrid, in 2004, and is an Associate Professor at the Pedagogical
University of Maputo. He is fluent in Portuguese, Spanish, and English, in addition
to the national language Xishangane. A university professor at the Pedagogical
University since 1993, he has held various leadership and leadership positions,
including Deputy Director of Pedagogy at the Pedagogical University, Gaza
Branch, from 2005 to 2012; Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at the
Pedagogical University from 2012 to 2014; Dean of the Faculty of Earth and
Environmental Sciences at the Pedagogical University of Maputo from 2014 to
2024; Director of the Master's Program in Environmental Risk Management; and
Vice-Rector of the Pedagogical University from 2024 to 2025. He is currently
Secretary of State for Land and Environment at the Ministry of Agriculture,
Environment, and Fisheries of the Republic of Mozambique.

Sheikh Shakhboot bin
Nahyan Al Nahyan

Cabinet Minister and Minister of State,
United Arab Emirates

Sheikh Shakhboot bin Nahyan Al Nahyan was appointed Minister of State at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in February 2021, following a minor Cabinet reshuffle.
From 2017 to 2021, he served as UAE Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, where he played a pivotal role in strengthening bilateral relations and

advancing cooperation across multiple sectors, contributing significantly to the
shared interests of the two brotherly nations. Between 2013 and 2014, he. chaired
the UAE Equestrian Federation. During that period, he also underwent training at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Irada Zeynalova

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Russian
Federation to the Republic of
Mauritius

Irada Zeynalova is a Russian journalist and television presenter known for her
prominent roles in Russian state television, including anchoring the Sunday edition
of "Vremya" on Channel One and hosting the analytical program "Itogi Nedeli" on
NTV. She began her professional journalism career in 1997 and built a more than
two-decade tenure in the field, working as a correspondent, program author,
bureau chief, and presenter across major networks. In September 2024,
Zeynalova was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Russian Federation to the Republic of Mauritius by presidential decree, marking a
notable shift from journalism to diplomacy.lrada Zeynalova.

Craig Halbmaier

Chargé d'Affaires, a.i. at the U.S.
Embassy in Mauritius

Irada Zeynalova is a Russian journalist and television presenter known for her
prominent roles in Russian state television, including anchoring the Sunday edition
of "Vremya" on Channel One and hosting the analytical program "Itogi Nedeli" on
NTV. She began her professional journalism career in 1997 and built a more than

two-decade tenure in the field, working as a correspondent, program author,
bureau chief, and presenter across major networks. In September 2024,
Zeynalova was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Russian Federation to the Republic of Mauritius by presidential decree, marking a
notable shift from journalism to diplomacy.lrada Zeynalova.
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Kevin Ramkaloan

Chief Executive Officer,
Business Mauritius
Mauritius

Kevin Ramkaloan is the Chief Executive Officer of Business Mauritius, the nation’s
apex private-sector organization, where he leads advocacy for economic policy,
competitiveness, and industrial relations. With over two decades of high-level
experience, he previously served as Director of the Mauritius Tourism Promotion
Authority (MTPA) and held leadership roles at the Board of Investment. His
expertise spans finance, public policy, and the ocean economy. An accomplished
scholar and Fulbright fellow, he holds post-graduate degrees from the University
of Cambridge and the University of Maine. Ramkaloan remains a pivotal figure in
shaping Mauritius’ strategic trajectory, driving sustainable development and
foreign investment.

Huang Shifang

Ambassador of China to Mauritius
China

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of China
to the Republic of Mauritius China Huang Shifang, Ambassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of Mauritius, was
born in October 1977 and holds a Ph.D. in Economics.
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Nguyen Thanh Hai

Ambassador extraordinary and
plenipotentiary of Vietham to India

Nguyen Thanh Hai is the Ambassador of Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the Republic of India.

Salem Rashed Al-Shebli

Ambassador of State of
Kuwait to Mauritius

Kevin Ramkaloan is the Chief Executive Officer of Business Mauritius, the nation’s
apex private-sector organization, where he leads advocacy for economic policy,
competitiveness, and industrial relations. With over two decades of high-level
experience, he previously served as Director of the Mauritius Tourism Promotion
Authority (MTPA) and held leadership roles at the Board of Investment. His

expertise spans finance, public policy, and the ocean economy. An accomplished
scholar and Fulbright fellow, he holds post-graduate degrees from the University
of Cambridge and the University of Maine. Ramkaloan remains a pivotal figure in
shaping Mauritius’ strategic trajectory, driving sustainable development and
foreign investment.
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Abhimanu Kundasamy

Chief Executive Officer, Economic
Development Board, Mauritius
Mauritius

Mr. Abhimanu Kundasamyis the Chief Executive Officer of the Economic

Development Board of Mauritius.
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S Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister
India

H.E. Dr. S. Jaishankar is India’s External Affairs Minister since May 30th, 2019. He
is a Member of the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) of India’s Parliament from the state
of Gujarat.He was Foreign Secretary from 2015-18, Ambassador to United States
(2013-15), China (2009-2013) and Czech Republic (2000-2004). He was High
Commissioner to Singapore (2007-2009).He has also served in other diplomatic
assighments in Embassies in Moscow, Colombo, Budapest and Tokyo, as well in
the Ministry of External Affairs and the President’s Secretariat. He was also
President — Global Corporate Affairs at Tata Sons Private Limited.Dr S. Jaishankar
is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College at the University of Delhi. He has a Masters
in Political Science and an M. Phil and Ph.D in International Relations from
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.

Dhananjay Ramful

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional
Integration and International Trade
Mauritius

H.E. Dhananjay Ramful is a prominent Mauritian politician and lawyer currently
serving as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International
Trade. A member of the Labour Party (PTr), he assumed office in November 2024
following the electoral victory of the Alliance du Changement under Prime
Minister Navin Ramgoolam.Ramful has been a vocal advocate for Small Island

Developing States (SIDS), focusing on climate finance, maritime security, and
regional integration. He represents Mauritius in major multilateral forums,
including the United Nations and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). He
frequently emphasizes the importance of the "blue economy" and strengthening
strategic partnerships with India and the African Union. Prior to his ministerial
appointment, he served as a Member of Parliament and practiced as a barrister
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Vivian Balakrishnan

Minister for Foreign Affairs
Singapore

H.E. Dr Vivian Balakrishnan is the Minister for Foreign Affairs.He previously served
as Minister-in-charge of the Smart Nation Initiative; Minister for the Environment
and Water Resources; Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports;
Second Minister for Trade and Industry; Minister-in-charge of Entrepreneurship;
Second Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts and Minister of
State for National Development. He has been a Member of Parliament since
2001.He studied Medicine at the National University of Singapore after being
awarded the President’s Scholarship in 1980. Following post-graduate specialist
training in Ophthalmology, he was admitted as a Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh in 1991. Dr Balakrishnan was the Minister-in-charge of the
Smart Nation Initiative from 2014 to 2021.

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al
Busaidi

Foreign Minister
Oman

H.E. Sayyid Badr Al Busaidi is a graduate of Oxford University in Politics,
Philosophy, and Economics. He joined the Foreignh Ministry in 1989. Since 1996, he
has served as ambassador, then Undersecretary in 2000, and Secretary General

with rank of Minister since 2007. He was appointed Minister in August 2020. He
takes a keen personal interest in youth development, human rights and the
advancement of women in public life, besides promoting cultural diplomacy,
tolerance and mutual understanding.
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Ranil Wickremesinghe

Former President
Sri Lanka

Ranil Wickremesinghe was president of Sri Lanka ofrom 2022-2024. He has been
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka on six occasions. He is the Leader of the United
National Party (UNP), Sri Lanka’s oldest political party, founded in 1946. He is one
of Sri Lanka’s most senior and experienced legislators who has served the country
as an MP in all Parliaments since 1977 (apart from a break of 10 months from
August 2020 to June 2021). Lawyer by profession, he was elected to Parliament in
1977 at the age of 28, having worked in the Youth League of the UNP from his
university days. As the youngest Minister in Sri Lanka at the time, he held the post
of Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs under President Jayewardene.He was also
appointed to the Cabinet of Ministers as the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and later he was given the portfolio of Education. Then in 1989, as a
seasoned legislator, he was made the Leader of the House under President
Premadasa. He also served as the Minister of Industries, Science and Technology.

J. Bissoondoyal

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration
and International Trade

Mauritius

Ambassador Janmajaising (J.) Bissoondoyal is a career diplomat serving as the
Secretary for Foreign Affairs (SFA) of Mauritius. As the administrative head of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade, he directs
the nation’s diplomatic service and policy execution.A graduate of the Sorbonne

and the Ecole Nationale d'Administration (ENA), Bissoondoyal has held senior
roles including Minister Counselor and Deputy High Commissioner. His leadership
focuses on regional integration within the SADC and African Union, maritime
security in the Indian Ocean, and expanding economic partnerships with key
global allies like India.
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Suresh Prabhu

Former Union Minister and Chairman,
Governing Council, India Foundation
India

Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu is a senior Indian statesman, global policy influencer,
and respected reform architect with more than four decades of service in public
life. He has played a key role in shaping India’'s economic transformation,
environmental governance, cooperative sector reforms, aviation expansion,
energy consolidation, and railway modernization. He has served as a Union
Cabinet Minister in 10 major ministries, has been elected to Parliament six times,
and represented India as the country’s Sherpa to the G20 and later to the G7.

Ram Madhav

President, India Foundation
India

Ram Madhav is an Indian politician and social leader. Dr Madhav is currently the
President of India Foundation (IF), a New Delhi-based Think tank. Previously, he
has served as the National General Secretary of the BJP from 2014 to 2020 and
handles affairs of Jammu and Kashmir for the party. A renowned strategic thinker
and author, Dr Madhav has to his credits a diverse set of publications spanning
multiple domains and disciplines. Some of his most recent works include “The

New World: 21st Century Global Order and India” ; “Our Constitution Our Pride” ;
“The Indian Reality” ; “Partitioned Freedom” ; and “The Hindutva Paradigm”
amongst others. As a political philosopher and geopolitical observer, Dr Madhav
has been at the centre of curating many Track 1.5 and Track 2 initiatives placing
the India story on global stage. As a prolific speaker, Dr Madhav has addressed
various multi national forums across the world.
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M J Akbar

Former Minister of State for External
Affairs
India

M J Akbar is an Indian journalist, author, and politician who served as the Minister
of State for External Affairs from 2016 to 2018. He was elected to Rajya Sabha
from Jharkhand in July 2015. During his long and illustrious career in journalism,
he launched, as editor, India's first weekly political hews periodicals, including
India Today, Headlines Today, The Telegraph, The Asian Age and Deccan
Chronicle, among others. He is author of several books including India: The Siege
Within: Challenges to a Nation’s Unity, Tinderbox: The Past and Future of Pakistan,
Doolally Sahib and the Black Zamindar: Racism and Revenge in the British Raj and
The Shade of Swords.

P. Kumaran

Secretary (East), Minsitry of External
Affairs
India

Shri P. Kumaran belongs to the 1992 batch of the Indian Foreign Service. His first
assignment was as Third Secretary in the Embassy of India, Cairo (1994-1997),
followed by his posting as Second Secretary in the Embassy of India, Tripoli
(1997-2000) and then as First Secretary in the Embassy of India, Brussels
(2000-2003). Following this, he returned to India and served as Deputy Secretary
[Europe West] in the Ministry of External Affairs (2003-2005). His next
assignment was at the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, as Joint Secretary
(Consular, Passport & Visa Division) (2014-2016). He then moved to Qatar for his
first Ambassadorial assignment, to serve as Ambassador of India, Doha
(2016-2020). From Doha, he moved to Singapore as the High Commissioner of
India to Singapore (2020-2023). In July 2023, he assumed charge as Additional
Secretary (Economic Relations & Development Partnership Administration) and
was later promoted to Special Secretary (ER & DPA) in the Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi. He took over his current charge as Secretary (East) on 1st April
2025.
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Ruchira Kamboj

Former Ambassador
India

Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj is a distinguished former Indian diplomat with nearly
four decades of experience across bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, global
strategy and negotiation. Her career has spanned key assignments at the United
Nations as well as in Africa, Europe, and the Indian Ocean region, combining
regional expertise with a global outlook. Most recently, she served as India’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York from 2022 to 2024,
where she led India’s engagement during its Security Council term and presided
over the Council in December 2022. As a public speaker and thought leader, she
has addressed prestigious forums, including Harvard and Columbia Universities,
and has contributed commentaries on global diplomacy, multilateralism, and
India's foreign policy.She holds a Master’s degree in Political Science from the
University of Delhi and a Bachelor's degree from Isabella Thoburn College,
Lucknow. She is fluent in Hindi, English, and French.

Vivek Johri

Former National Security Advisor of
Mauritius

Vivek Johri is an officer from the 1985 batch of Indian Revenue Service who
retired as Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) in July
2023. In a career spanning 38 years, Shri Johri handled a variety of assignments in
different functional verticals both in field formations as well as the Board but is
known for the long years spent in formulation of tax policy. Having spent 17 years
in the tax policy vertical of CBIC, he has been involved in preparing as many as 20
Union Budgets. The other highlights of his career include a stint in the Directorate

General of Audit when the Audit program for Central Excise and Service Tax was
revamped in collaboration with Revenue Canada; the successful conclusion of the
WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement when he was posted as Minister (Customs) at
India’s Permanent Mission to WTO; subsequent trade facilitation initiatives at
Nhava Sheva Customs between 2017 and 2020. His tenure as Member and
Chairman of the Board witnessed considerable improvement in administration of
GST both from compliance and ease of doing business perspectives.
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Admiral R Hari Kumar

Former Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian
Ne}VY,
India

Admiral R Hari Kumar, is an alumnus of J-Squadron, 61 Course National Defence
Academy. He was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 Jan 1983 and has
specialised in Gunnery. Admiral R Hari Kumar has commanded Coast Guard Ship
C-01, INS Nishank, INS Kora, INS Ranvir and INS Viraat. His other sea-going
appointments include Fleet Operations Officer and Fleet Gunnery Officer of
Western Fleet, EXO of INS Vipul, GO of INS Ranjit, Commissioning GO of INS Kuthar
and Commissioning GO VIl of INS Ranvir. His ashore appointments include
Command Gunnery Officer at HQ Western Naval Command, Naval Advisor to
Government of Seychelles, Training Commander INS Dronacharya. His Flag
appointments include Commandant of Naval War College at Goa, Flag Officer Sea
Training, Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet, Chief of Staff Western Naval
Command, Controller Personnel Services and Chief of Personnel at IHQ MoD (N),
and CISCI VCDS at HQIDS.

Ong Keng Yong

Executive Deputy Chairman, S.
Rajaratnam School of International
Studies

Singapore

Ambassador Ong Keng Yong is Executive Deputy Chairman of the S. Rajaratham
School of International Studies (RSIS) at the Nanyang Technological University in
Singapore. He is concurrently Director of the Institute of Defence and Strategic
Studies (IDSS) and Head of International Centre for Political Violence and

Terrorism Research (ICPVTR) at RSIS.Mr Ong continues to hold the position of
Ambassador-at-Large at the Singapore Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is also
Singapore’s Non-Resident Ambassador to Iran. Mr Ong chairs Humanity Matters, a
non-profit humanitarian organisation focused on inter-faith understanding and
volunteerism, and is based in Singapore.
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Alok Bansal

Executive Vice President, India
Foundation
India

Capt. Alok Bansal is the Executive Vice President of India Foundation & the
Secretary General of Asian Eurasian Human Rights Forum (AEHRF). A seasoned
strategic affairs analyst, he has previously served as the Executive Director of the
National Maritime Foundation (NMF) and has held research positions at leading
Indian think tanks including the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA)

and the Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS). He has authored/ edited 10
books. His work focuses on maritime security, South Asian geopolitics, and
internal dynamics of Pakistan. A former naval officer, he served in the Indian Navy
for 32 years and commanded two warships. A PhD in international Affairs, he has
been a visiting Professor at Jamia Millia Islamia.




DELEGATES



DELEGATES

A.B Mathur

Member, NSAB
India

A.B Mathur, a retired Secretary in the Prime Minister’'s Office (2012) and former
Head of the UN Mission in North Korea (2012-2014), is currently a Member of the
National Security Advisory Board. With nearly five decades of experience, he has
worked extensively on national security, conflict resolution, strategic
communication, and regional diplomacy, especially in India's neighbourhood
including Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and the North East. As a peace
interlocutor, he played a key role in reintegrating insurgents and fostering stability.
An officer of the 1975 batch of the Indian Police Service, he has also served in
Indian embassies in Belgium and Pakistan, and has been honoured with medals by
both the President and Prime Minister of India.

A. Subramanyam Raju

Centre Head, Centre for Maritime
Studies, Pondicherry University
glelle

Adluri Subramanyam Raju, former Dean of International Relations, is Professor &
Head of the Centre for South Asian Studies; Coordinator of UNESCO Goodwill
Ambassador Madanjeet Singh Chair & UGC Centre for Maritime Studies,
Pondicherry University, Pondicherry. He was the recipient of the Mahbub Ul Haq
Award (Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS), Colombo, 2003), Scholar of
Peace Award (WISCOMP, New Delhi, 2002) and Kodikara Award (RCSS, Colombo,

1998). He was a Salzburg Seminar Fellow (2006). He received the National Best
Teacher Award from C.V.S. Krishnamurthy Theja Charities, Tirupati, in 2017 and
the Best Teacher Award twice from Pondicherry University in 2013 & 2018. He was
a Visiting Fellow at the Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies, Colombo, in
May 2012. He was a member of the Steering Committee, G 20 University Connect,
appointed by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India & Research and
Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi.
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Adrian Tan

Deputy Director of Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies (IDSS),

RSIS
Singapore

Adrian Tan is the Chief of Policy Research, Head of Special Projects, and Deputy
Director at the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies (IDSS), part of the S.
Rajaratham School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore. He brings extensive experience in diplomacy and strategic
affairs, having served with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), Singapore, for
two decades. His<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>